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■ St. Vincent’s Hospital, located in the
West Village, was one of the centers
designated to receive the victims of
the World Trade Center attack on
September 11, 2001.  Chris Fowley, the
Director of the Rape Crisis

Intervention Program there, was
pulled from her regular duties to work
in the Family Center to help people
find their loved ones.  

■ The Mt. Sinai Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention Program (SAVI)
staff, traveled to the Cantor Fitzgerald
Support Center and the Armory to
help counsel trauma victims in the
immediate aftermath of the attacks.

■ The Crime Victims Treatment
Center of St. Luke’s-Roosevelt
Hospital recruited staff, advocates and
other trained volunteers to provide
counseling in their Emergency
Departments for weeks following the
attack.  One of those volunteers was
Suzanne Towns, MSW, of the New 

York City Alliance Against Sexual
Assault.  

■ Long Island College Hospital in
Brooklyn provided trauma counseling
to many of the 200 survivors treated at
their Emergency Department on
September 11th as well as providing
support groups to their community
throughout the weeks afterwards.  

The expertise of Rape Crisis Program
staff to provide trauma counseling was
widely recognized by institutions and
communities since the terrorist
attacks of September 11th. Typically,
rape crisis programs deal with the
trauma of rape, sexual abuse and
domestic violence. Yet there is a great
continued on page 2
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Doing What They Do Best: Rape Crisis
Centers Pitch In To Help WTC Victims
By Harriet Lessel

■ There is a new automated,
confidential e-mail subscription
service on the Alliance website.
The service allows you to sign-up
to receive listings of support
groups, job postings and volunteer
opportunities. If you would like to
receive our listings please sign-up
for the subscription service at:
www.nycagainstrape.org/sps/list.cgi.

■ To post information on our
website please log onto
http://www.nycagainstrape.org/
prog_submit.html. All informa-
tion that is given to us will be kept
confidential and will not be given
to any other organization.

■ Marielis Rivera, Program
Coordinator has left the Alliance
on August 24th to pursue graduate
studies in public health at
Columbia University. Her energy
and commitment will be missed.

■ Shirley Ceballos has joined the
staff as a part-time Special Project
Assistant. Her direct line is
212-523-4919.

ECPAT-USA (End Child Prostitution,
Child Pornography and Trafficking of
Children for Sexual Purposes) is the
U.S. affiliate of the Thailand-based
ECPAT International.  ECPAT-USA
was formed in 1991 and works to stop
the involvement of Americans in the
commercial sexual exploitation of chil-
dren.  Originally focused only on child
sex tourism in Asia, ECPAT is now
working to stop the commercial sexual
exploitation of children globally.  

There are three priority areas for
ECPAT-USA.  The first is to educate
American tourists about the laws
against child sex tourism.  In 1994,
partly as a result of lobbying by
ECPAT, a federal law was passed mak-
ing it a federal crime to sexually abuse
a child in another country.  Most
recently the U.S. Department of
Transportation has started listing the
ECPAT traveler education brochure
on their website.  Unfortunately, all
U.S. airlines have refused to cooperate
with ECPAT on educating the public,
unlike in Europe where many airlines
show the "No Child Sex Tourism"
video made by Air France.

The second priority area is to work to
end the U.S. Defense Department’s
involvement with child and adult
prostitution.  Working with women’s
groups, church groups and others,
next steps are to provide the Defense
Department with training materials
on the human rights abuses involved
in prostitution.

The third priority area is to focus on
child prostitution in the United
States.  According to street outreach
workers, there is a vast network of
underage prostitutes in the U.S., and
yet the general public knows very lit-
tle about the issue.  Trafficking in
women and children to the U.S. is also
a growing problem that needs atten-
tion.  On the local level, in conjunc-
tion with partners Girls Educational
and Mentoring Services (GEMS) and
the International Organization for
Adolescents (iofa), the New York City
Task Force Against Sexual
Exploitation of Young People has been
formed.  Members include service
providers, youth organizations and
others in the city committed to advo-
cating against sexual exploitation in
New York.  If you would like to join
the Task Force or would like more
information on any of ECPAT-USA’s
work, please see the contact informa-
tion below.

Mia Spangenberg, Researcher
475 Riverside Dr., Rm. 830
New York, NY 10115
Tel: 212-870-2427
Fax: 212-870-2512
Email: ms_nasta@hotmail.com
Website: www.ecpatusa.org
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to our quarterly newsletter,
please contact us at 212.523.4344; 

e-mail:contact-us@nycagainstrape.org  

or in writing to: 
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New York City Alliance 
Against Sexual Assault

411 West 114 Street/ Suite 6D 
New York, NY 10025

To learn more about the New York CityAlliance Against Sexual Assault

visit our website at www.nycagainstrape.org
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Alliance Activity Corner

■ The NY Rape Crisis Training Institute

will begin in December 2001. Look for

your brochures in the mail (sorry, this is

limited to DOH-funded   programs only). 

■ We are currently collecting year 2000

statistics in order to create a new meas-

ure of the needs of sexual assault/abuse

survivors. In order to ensure that your

organization is included, please contact

Kathleen Kapila at 212-523-5598 or at

kkapila@nycagainstrape.org.

■ Sexual Harassment and Sex

Discrimination at Work: Rights and

Responsibilities, Women‘s Rights at

Work, A project of Citizen Action

of New York

If you are experiencing sexual harassment

or sex  discrimination in the workplace,

come to this free monthly overview of local

or federal laws. For further information go

to http://www.citizenactionny.org/wrw_

dir/index.htm or call 1-888-WRW-

PROJ/1-888-979-7765, x42. Meetings are

held at 88 Third Ave., 4th Floor, Brooklyn,

NY 11217. 

■ Emergency Room Volunteer Advocate

Trainings will be held at the following

hospital-based rape crisis programs in the

next few months. Please call the  individual

program for details.                       

Beth Israel Medical Center,
212.420.4516 

Bellevue Hospital Center, 
212.562.3435 

Coney Island Hospital, 
718.616.4209

Harlem Hospital Center,
212.939.4621

New York Presbyterian Hospital,
212.305.9060

North Central Bronx Hospital,
718.519.4912

Program Announcements

Ending Child Sex Tourism: 
ECPAT-USA

BY MIA SPANGENBERG
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With great turnout and coverage by
all the major television networks, the
rally was a great success.  The event
featured speakers such as Brigette M.
Moore from Black Grrrl Revolution
Inc., Nancy Millar from New York
National Organization for Women,
Anne Peyton Bryant (Central Park
attack survivor), Nieves Ayress from
Daughters of Rebellion (Hijas de la
Rebeldia), Michael-David Gordon of
New York Men Against Sexism, and
many more.  The Street Harassment
Project’s Street Theater group, singer
Melineh Kurdian and the Radical
Cheerleaders all graced the stage with
powerful performances about women
responding to sexual harassment and
violence. The Street Theater Group
sends a message to women to support
other women in the streets who are
being harassed, and calls on men to
confront harassers.
The Street Harassment Project speak-
ers emphasized that the Central Park
assaults were not isolated events, but
are related to the harassment and
menacing of women by men in public
spaces that goes on every day.  The
rally was in no way a protest of the
Puerto Rican Day parade or any aspect
of it--the sexist attitudes that caused
this incident are spread across every
ethnic group, as evidenced by the
rapes at Woodstock '99 and the
Spring ‘01 spate of sexual assaults on
women by police on Long Island.
Speakers also noted the lack of ade-
quate police response as another indi-
cation that sexual abuse of women is
still not taken seriously in our society.

The Street Harassment Project is a
grassroots feminist group which fights
the omnipresent harassment of
women by men in the streets and
other public spaces such as parks,
subways and school buildings. Since

becoming active a year ago, we have
been publicized in Time Out and Bust
magazines, and have received hun-
dreds of phone calls from women
thanking the group for bringing atten-
tion to the problem of street harass-
ment.  Street theatre, graphics and
workshops throughout the city are
just a few of the ways we are working
to end street harassment. To find out
more about the Street Harassment
Project’s upcoming events and meet-
ings, please call 212-713-5743, visit our
website at www.streetharassmentpro-
ject.org or email us at info@streetha-
rassmentproject.org

Rape Crisis
Training
Institute 
is Marked 
a Success 
by Participants

BY NICOLE TURANO

The Rape Crisis Training Institute
(RCTI) is a joint venture between the
NYC Alliance Against Sexual Assault
and the New York State Coalition
Against Sexual Assault and is funded by
the New York State Department of
Health. Participation in the RCTI is lim-
ited to those individuals who work for a
Department of Health-funded rape cri-
sis program. 

The RCTI received outstanding evalua-
tions from those who attended the first
year’s workshops.  Workshops were
offered in the New York City area as

well as the upstate region. "Risking
Connection" was the first workshop
series offered in the city.  Ruth Forero
and Louise Kindley from the St. Luke’s-
Roosevelt Hospital Crime Victims
Treatment Center facilitated this five
part workshop series.  The second
workshop, "Contemporary Issues In
Cultural Competency", facilitated by Dr.
Cheryl Franks and Dr. Caroline
Rosenthal from the Columbia
University & NYU Schools of Social
Work respectively, was a three part
series that taught a new perspective on
how we gain cultural competency.  The
first year ended in June with a two-day
media advocacy workshop facilitated by
the Berkeley Media Studies Group that
taught rape crisis programs how to
cover sexual violence issues in a proac-
tive manner.

July 2001 marks the beginning of the
second year for The Rape Crisis
Training Institute. Based in the positive
feedback received from this past years
programming, we are in the midst of
expanding the number of workshops
that will be offered.  Some of the pro-
gramming will look familiar from last
year’s offerings (we decided to repeat
some of the workshops because of their
success and popularity) but there will
be new and exciting choices as well.

A total of eight workshops will be
offered in different locations around the
state. The workshops will run from
December 2001 through June 2002 with
the first workshop in December on
trauma response to help programs deal
with World Trade Center crisis victims.
Please watch for the workshop
brochure to arrive by mail.
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has happened and continues to happen,
our feelings about it and living our lives
to the best of our abilities.    

It is important not to minimize our
own concerns and feelings because we
perceive that others have suffered more
than we.  These tragedies have affected
each individual differently and because
you have not lost a loved one, for exam-
ple, is no reason to deny yourself
deserved and beneficial counseling
and/or other supportive services.

Statutory
Rape: No Easy
Answers
By Marielis Rivera

When is an adolescent old enough to
consent to a sexual relationship? How
many years apart do the partners have
to be for the relationship to be consid-
ered acceptable and safe? Should the
parents be involved in the investigation
of a potential statutory rape or does this
infringe upon minor’s rights? These are
some of the questions that rape crisis
and youth advocates ask themselves
every time they encounter a case that
may be considered a statutory rape.
The Alliance’s June meeting, "Framing
the Issues of Statutory Rape," brought
together three perspectives on the issue.

Larry Busching, Bureau Chief of the
Child and Family Division of the
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office
described how the law defines statuto-
ry rape in light of the Sexual Assault
Reform Act of 2001 (SARA). In some
cases, he could clearly delineate what is
against the law. For example, SARA

raised the age from 10 to 12 in which any
sexual contact is illegal. However, other
situations involve interpretation of the
law. Busching made clear that the DA’s
Office thoroughly investigates possible
factors of coercion or force such as the
"emotional age" of the adolescent and
"perpetrator," the level of authority over
the child, their attitudes and/or length
of relationship. 

Jaemin Kim, of the NY Civil Liberties
Union focused on issues of adolescent’s
ability to consent. The NYCLU is con-
cerned because adolescent’s rights are
often trampled on when a medical
provider is not comfortable making an
individual determination about a
patient’s rights. This breach of confi-
dentiality deters youth from receiving
medical treatment or reaching out for
any help at all. She stated that 50% of
all high school students are sexually
active; many with older partners. If
healthcare professionals do not under-
stand that there are circumstances
when minors can consent to reproduc-
tive healthcare, then we will do them a
disservice. 

Susan Breault of the Paul and Lisa
Program illustrated how vulnerable
teen runaways can be preyed upon by
people who will use them sexually,
physically and emotionally. She
described the process by which adoles-
cents can be lured into prostitution. She
also spoke about how to recognize
these adolescents if they present to a
rape crisis program. 

Statutory rape can be a difficult concept
in some circumstances. It brings out
feelings about adolescent sexuality, the
ability of adolescents to consent as well
as feelings of protection for a population
vulnerable to sexual assault and/or
abuse. All panelists talked about how

their work affects their position on this
issue and while there were differences
in approach and general philosophy, one
common theme emerged. That was, that
each situation has to be judged inde-
pendently. While we all want definitive
answers on how to determine whether
a sexual relationship is coercive or con-
sensual and when to call what authori-
ties, the best thing to do is to thorough-
ly investigate the case. This will ensure
both the protection of minor’s rights
and ensure the safety of young people to
the best of our abilities.

The Street
Harassment
Project Holds
Rally to Mark
Anniversary of
Central Park
Assaults
BY ALLISON GUTTU, STREET

HARASSMENT PROJECT MEMBER

Few can forget the mass sexual
assaults against women on June 11,
2000, in the public space of Central
Park.  In broad daylight, 56 women
were doused with water, molested,
and stripped of their clothing by a
large group of men.  Women who
alerted police to the assaults reported
being met with indifference.  On June
9th, 2001, the Street Harassment
Project held a rally to mark the one-
year anniversary of the Central Park
assaults and to express our rage at
these acts of violence against women.

continued from cover page

deal of similarity in dealing with the 
kind of trauma seen by victims of the
World Trade Center attack.  Judith
Herman, the author of the ground-
breaking work, Trauma and Recovery
states, "It is a book about commonali-
ties:  between rape survivors and com-
bat veterans, between battered
women and political prisoners,
between the survivors of vast con-
centration camps created by tyrants
who rule nations and the survivors of
small, hidden concentration camps
created by tyrants who rule their
home."  She continues, "People who
have endured horrible events suffer
predictable psychological harm.
There is a spectrum of traumatic dis-
orders, ranging from the effects of a
single overwhelming event to the
most complicated effects of pro-
longed and repeated abuse…Because
the traumatic syndromes have basic
features in common, the recovery
process also follows a common path-
way."

Rape crisis programs are equipped to
provide services to community mem-
bers in the weeks and months to
come.  These services include direct
counseling, assistance with concrete
services such as NYS Crime Victims
compensation and information and
referrals.  Their services are free of
charge and are accessible to residents
of all five boroughs.  Many of the pro-
grams have committed to providing
services to victims of the World Trade
Center attack, including people with
prior histories of trauma that may be
exacerbated by the events of
September 11th. (see box on this page
for more information.)  

Acute Stress
Reaction: 
Learning How
To Cope
By Meghan Guz and Harriet Lessel

Most of us have witnessed or experi-
enced the grief and stress resulting
from the tragedies of September 11,
2001.  Months later, we continue to feel
the impact of these and related ongoing
terrible incidents. We know from our
crisis and mental health professionals,
that many of our reactions are normal
responses to these abnormal events.
How do we gauge what is normal and
when we may need professional assis-
tance?

The majority of people in our city will
not develop full-blown post-traumatic
stress disorder.  They will be able to
utilize their own coping skills.  The
symptoms they experience will not
persist beyond an expected time frame.
So, what are the symptoms and what is
an expected time frame?  

According to Kaz De Jong, a psycholo-
gist with Medecins San Frontieres/
Doctors Without Borders, who pre-
sented to the Downstate Coalition For
Crime Victims on September 20, 2001,
common symptoms are disbelief,
shock, anxiety, fear, feelings of guilt,
loss of control, profound sadness, con-
centration problems, sleeping problems
(including nightmares), emotional

numbness and fear for
the future and avoidance
of everything that
reminds them of the
event.  

The ongoing recovery
efforts and other daily
reminders and threats of
terrorism may mean
that the symptoms will
last longer than the one
month given as the
timeframe  necessary for
a diagnosis of Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder.  The key is
how severe the symptoms are and the
extent to which they affect one’s nor-
mal functioning and ability to cope.

In the days, weeks and months to come,
we will look for a balance.  It is a
balance between acknowledging what
article continued on page 3

If you have concerns about your
responses, and are having  difficul-
ty functioning, you should feel free
to contact your local rape crisis/
crime victims program. For infor-
mation on the program nearest
you, check the Alliance’s website
at www.nycagainstrape.org or
call the Safe Horizon 24 hour
Sexual Assault /Abuse Hotline
at 212-227-3000. 
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