
 

Introduction 
Despite the challenges present in the beginning of the 01-02 year, The New 

York City Alliance Against Sexual Assault continues to grow as an 

indispensable resource for programs, survivors and the general public. 

Through a range of innovative research, advocacy and education activities, 

the Alliance is realizing its mission of leading citywide efforts to meet the 

needs of survivors and the interests of anti-sexual violence programs. 

Our activities add value to the work provided by rape crisis and other 

specialized programs. Our focus on educating city officials in the 

development of resources will lay the foundation to increase resources for 

treatment and influence the attitudes that allow and even support sexual 

violence.  

Milestones: 
Our specific accomplishments are in the areas of Advocacy, Education and 
Research. 

Advocacy: 

Building a strong constituency for legislative change requires a clear unified voice. 

The Alliance has committed itself to take a leading role in providing this voice for 

the anti-sexual violence community, and works with other organizations to educate 

legislators, secure the passage of laws and obtain funding. A Policy Committee was 

formed to ensure broad representation in the Alliance’s policy positions.  

Accomplishments in advocacy for 01-02 included: 

■ Conducted informative hearings and project activities to familiarize 
newly elected New York City Council members with the needs of 
victims and service providers. These efforts resulted in a $100,000 
grant for the Alliance.  

■ Led efforts to educate legislators on the need to develop specialized 
service programs and the need to take the responsibility of payment for 
medical/forensic care away from sexual assault victims during the 
legislative session.   

■ Continued to represent sexual assault/abuse issues at the Downstate 
Coalition for Crime Victims.   

■ Provided opportunities for the city’s child and adult service providers  to 

2002 Annual Report 

The mission of the New York City 
Alliance Against Sexual Assault is 
to provide leadership in creating a 
society in which rape and sexual 
assault are not tolerated and in 
which survivors receive 
appropriate support and 
intervention.  This is accomplished 
by uniting organizations, 
influencing policy and through 
advocacy, education and research.  
The Alliance is committed to 
inclusion and responsiveness to 
the needs of diverse populations in 
New York City.  

The Alliance’s expanded and restruc-
tured site, www.nycagainstrape.org.  

Mission statement of the Alliance.  



 

better understand the needs of adolescents and to encourage a better 
response to adolescent survivors, the age group at the greatest risk for 
sexual violence. 

■ Implemented an architecture for quickly distributing alerts about 
pending legislation by email and the Web, with tools to help recipients 
take action in a timely manner. 

■ Ensured better referrals for survivors by strengthening linkages 
between service programs and the citywide hotline, facilitating trainings 
on program services to hotline staff, and featuring information on the 
services provided to World Trade Center victims on our website.   

■ Worked with the New York State Department of Health to initiate the 
creation of a statewide multidisciplinary examination for Sexual 
Assault Examiners. 

Education: 

Creating a society in which sexual violence is not tolerated requires an educated 

public, media and legislature.  This is accomplished by increasing access to accurate 

information regarding sexual violence and the programs and services available to 

survivors. The  Communications Committee, led by the Alliance’s Board of 

Directors is helping to form a comprehensive strategy for education.  This year’s 

educational projects included: 

■ Restructured  and expanded www.nycagainstrape.org, a New York 
centric website for both professionals and survivors.  This year the site 
published over 100 new announcements highlighting events, 
volunteer opportunities, support groups and more for survivors and 
professionals.  A selection of our publications and research were made 
available online, in addition to updated local and national statistics. 

■ Communicated news covering the issues, services, and programs relevant 
to the anti-sexual violence community through the quarterly publication 
of “The Torch” newsletter. This year distribution increased 200% to 
over 1200 individuals, professionals, organizations and public officials, 
and published issues online for the growing Internet readership. 

■ Published the Sexual Assault Examiner Special Issue of the Torch to 
familiarize Sexual Assault Examiner programs with the Alliance’s 
Forensic Healthcare Program and to describe the changes brought about 
by the passage of the Sexual Assault Reform Act. 

■ Presented a series of five targeted trainings to build capacity in rape 
crisis programs and improve their knowledge and service delivery skills. 
The trainings were tailored to the diverse needs of counselors and their 
clients, managers and other program staff.  Over ninety people attended 

Advocacy continued. 
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Sexual Assault Examiner Special Issue 
of The Torch, the Alliance’s newsletter.  

The 2002 Rape Crisis Training Institute 
workshops received rave reviews. 



 

the various workshops, and the series received positive feedback from 
these participants. 

■ Strengthened collaboration and coordination of victim’s services by 
convening quarterly meetings for direct service providers. 

■ Trained sixty new sexual assault examiners to provide specialized 
emergency healthcare through the Alliance sponsored Department of 
Health mandatory five-day core training course.  

■ Increased the knowledge of examiners and criminal justice personnel 
through advanced leadership seminars on relevant issues.  This year, 
over 300 professionals attended these seminars. 

■ Advised the New York State Department of Health on their new 
Guidelines for the Treatment of the Adult Sexual Assault Survivor and 
on the soon-to-be-released protocol for Sexual Assault Forensic 
Examiner Programs. 

■ The Alliance’s newsworthy efforts were featured in articles in the Village 
Voice, Newsday, New York Post, Daily News and in the New York Times 
Letters to the Editor. 

Research: 

With the goal of improving planning for services and education citywide, the 

Alliance has conducted independent research broadening the scope of knowledge on 

the problem of sexual violence in our city. Research completed in 01-02 includes: 

■ Evaluated the Department of Health approved statewide sexual assault 
training program for rape crisis program personnel and City Council 
funded advanced leadership seminars for sexual assault examiners.  The 
feedback from participants was used to plan future trainings. 

■ Conducted a pilot research study on the effect of sexual assault 
examiners on criminal justice outcomes in conjunction with the 
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office and St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital 
Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner program.  

■ Initiated a survey of all hospitals on their level of services to rape victims.   

■ Provided survey information on adolescent consent policies outlining the 
variability in the types and range of services provided to adolescents at 
different facilities providing specialized sexual assault/abuse services. 

■ Conducted a study of our Web users to learn whether there were topics 
on which limited information was available to the public. In response to 
the study, we produced original materials providing easy-to-ready 
synopses of the laws relating to rape and sexual assault in New York. 

Education continued. 
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The Alliance has been a welcome and 
important partner in our efforts to 
reach out to health care providers 
about minors' rights to obtain 
confidential reproductive health care, 
including post-sexual assault care.  
The Alliance is on the forefront of 
educating rape crisis program staff 
and other providers about minors' 
legal rights to confidential treatment 
and evidence collection following a 
sexual assault.  Its efforts help ensure 
that these vital services are 
accessible to minors, who will 
sometimes forgo treatment if they 
think they must involve the police or 
their parents. 
 
--Rebekah Diller, Director, NYCLU 
Reproductive Rights Project 


